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ABSTRACT 

Nominalization refers to the process of transforming verbs or adjectives into 

nouns. It is a common practice in academic writing, particularly in fields like 

sociology, psychology, and linguistics. This article provides an overview of 

nominalization, its functions and types, and its impact on academic writing. The 

article also discusses the potential pitfalls of nominalization and offers tips for 

ensuring effective use of this technique.  
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АННОТАЦИЯ 

Номинализация относится к процессу преобразования глаголов или 

прилагательных в существительные. Это обычная практика в академическом 

письме, особенно в таких областях, как социология, психология и лингвистика. 

В этой статье представлен обзор номинализации, ее функций и типов, а 

также ее влияния на академическое письмо. В статье также обсуждаются 

потенциальные ловушки номинализации и предлагаются советы по 

обеспечению эффективного использования этой техники. 

Ключевые слова: номинализация, академическое письмо, глаголы, 

прилагательные, существительные. 

INTRODUCTION 

Nominalization is an essential tool for academic writers as it enables them to 

convey complex ideas and concepts with clarity and precision. Nominalization 

involves transforming verbs or adjectives into nouns. This technique allows writers to 

create a more formal tone while also emphasizing the significance of key ideas or 

concepts. Nominalization is commonly used in academic writing across various 

disciplines; however, it can be misused if not executed effectively. 

Nominalization has several functions that make it an indispensable tool for academic 

writing. Firstly, it allows writers to convey abstract ideas more concisely by reducing 

lengthy clauses into single nouns. For instance, "the act of walking" can be simplified 

to "walking." Secondly, nominalization creates a more formal tone by replacing verbs 
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with nouns. For example, "to discuss" can be replaced with "discussion." Thirdly, it 

helps writers emphasize key concepts by making them stand out as standalone 

entities. Nominalized terms such as "globalization," "colonialism," or "feminism" are 

examples of how nouns capture complex ideas. 

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS 

Nominalization serves to simplify complex ideas by reducing the number of 

words needed to convey them. This is especially important in scientific writing, 

where clarity and precision are critical. Nominalized phrases such as "the analysis of 

data" or "the investigation of phenomena" allow writers to express complex concepts 

in a single word or phrase. This not only makes sentences shorter and more concise 

but also helps readers understand the main idea more easily. 

Another advantage of nominalization is that it allows writers to focus on the 

subject matter rather than individual actions or events. For example, instead of 

writing "we conducted experiments," a writer could use "experimental procedures 

were employed." This phrasing emphasizes the methods used rather than the 

individuals performing them, which can be important when conducting research. 

Nominalization is a linguistic process that transforms a verb or an adjective into 

a noun. This process involves the addition of suffixes to verbs, such as -tion, -ment, 

and -ance. Nominalization is a common feature of academic writing and it is used to 

create abstract nouns that encapsulate complex ideas. 

One example of nominalization can be seen in the following sentence: "The 

government's decision to increase taxes was met with widespread criticism." In this 

sentence, "decision" is a nominalized form of the verb "decide." By using the noun 

form, the writer is able to convey a complex idea in a more concise manner. 

Another example can be seen in the sentence: "The construction of new 

buildings in downtown areas has led to increased traffic congestion." In this sentence, 

"construction" is a nominalized form of the verb "construct." Again, by using the 

noun form, the writer is able to convey a complex idea more succinctly. 

Nominalization can also be used to create abstract nouns from adjectives. For 

example, "happiness" is a nominalized form of the adjective "happy," while 

"strength" is a nominalized form of the adjective "strong." However, the overuse of 

nominalizations can have negative impacts on academic writing. Excessive 

nominalizations can obscure meaning by creating longer sentences that readers may 

find challenging to comprehend quickly. Additionally, overuse may lead to ambiguity 

in sentences as noun-based phrases tend to lack verb tenses which would help define 

tense-related meanings. Nominalization is a crucial tool for academic writing, but it 

should be used judiciously. The technique enables writers to convey complex ideas 
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and concepts accurately while maintaining a formal tone. However, writers must 

ensure that they do not overuse nominalization in their writing, as this can lead to 

confusion and ambiguity. 

In conclusion, nominalization is an important linguistic tool used in academic 

writing to create concise and abstract nouns that encapsulate complex ideas. It 

involves transforming verbs and adjectives into nouns through the addition of 

suffixes such as -tion, -ment, and -ance. Nominalization allows writers to convey 

information in a more concise manner while still maintaining clarity and precision. 
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