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ABSTRACT

Paraphrasing is when you take an original idea and re-write it to express the
same meaning but in a different way. This might be by changing words, word forms,
sentence structure, or using synonyms. If you think this is just for writing academic
papers, think again. We actually paraphrase all the time! When you read a book,
article, or watch a movie and tell your friends about it, you are paraphrasing.
Paraphrasing is important to the IELTS writing task 2 because your introduction
paragraph is basically a paraphrase of the essay prompt.

Key words: paraphrasing, avoiding plagiarism, using synonms, IELTS writing
task 2, order of clauses.
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AHHOTAIUS

llepegppasuposanue — smo Ko2c0a 6vl Oepeme OPUSUHATILHYIO UOEH U
nepenucvigaeme ee, 4moObl 6bIPA3UMb MOM JHCE CMbBICA, HO NO-0py2omy. Omo
Modcem  Oblmb  USMEHEHUe Cl08, CN0B0QOPM, CMPYKMYPbl NPeONONCeHUsT UMY
ucnonv3osanue cuHonumos. Eciu vl Oymaeme, 4mo 3mo mMONbKO Ol HANUCAHUSA
akademuveckux pabom, nooymaume ewje pas. Ha camom Oene mvl 6ce epems
nepegpazupyem! Koeda 6vl uumaeme KHucy, cCmamvlo Uiy cmompume Quivm u
pacckazvigaeme 00 3MOM C80UM OpY3bsaM, 6bl nepedpasupyeme. Ilepegppazuposanue
8adicHo 011 nucomennoeo 3aoanus |ELTS 2, nomomy umo eaw ecmynumenvhoiii

ab3ay, no cymu, a6nsemcs nepegppasuposanuem noOCKA3Ku K 3cce.
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Kntouesvie cnoea: nepegppazuposanue, uzbecanue niacuama, UCNOIb308aHUe
CcUHOHUMO8, nucvmennoe 3aoanue |[ELTS 2, nopsook npednooicenui.

INTRODUCTION

When discussing text in the classroom, it’s tough for students to shift from
utilizing an author’s words (copying) to accepting the challenge to express that
author’s idea in their own words (paraphrasing). But teaching effective paraphrasing
IS necessary because the use of paraphrasing facilitates important literacy skills: It
encourages repeated reading, develops note-taking habits as students track quotes and
outline text details, and expands vocabulary as they consider appropriate ways to
describe the original text. The skill may seem daunting to students because it takes
time to find the appropriate words to reshape a sentence, but that is time well spent.
We also need to teach paraphrasing, of course, so that students develop the skill set
required to avoid committing plagiarism unintentionally. Paraphrasing is when you
take an original idea and re-write it to express the same meaning but in a different
way. This might be by changing words, word forms, sentence structure, or using
synonyms. If you think this is just for writing academic papers, think again. We
actually paraphrase all the time! When you read a book, article, or watch a movie and
tell your friends about it, you are paraphrasing. When you tell your friend or
colleague about a conversation you had with your boss, you are paraphrasing. You
are not repeating the original conversation word for word. You are giving them the
main idea of the conversation using your own words.

DISCUSSION AND RESULTS

Paraphrasing is important to the IELTS writing task 2 because your introduction
paragraph is basically a paraphrase of the essay prompt. You will need to re-write the
essay prompt in your own words to introduce your essay. Before you attempt to
paraphrase, you need to make sure that you understand the gist, or meaning of the
paragraph. Paraphrasing is more than just changing words. Your paraphrase needs to
make sense and still convey the original message. So, you should read the original
text a couple of times to make sure you understand the message it conveys. Then turn
the ideas over in your mind. Think of how you would express the same ideas to a
friend.

Below are three techniques to paraphrase. Rather than exclusively using one of
them, a good paraphrase includes all methods.

Use synonyms. Synonyms are different words that express the same or similar

meaning.
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For example: Interesting, fascinating, curious and amusing are all synonyms.

But! Some synonyms can have a slightly different meaning.

For example, fascinating has a stronger meaning than interesting. So be careful
when using synonyms. We need to make sure that the words we are using convey the
same level of meaning as the original.

Example:

Original: Many people think that cars should not be allowed in city centres.

Paraphrase: Many people believe that motor vehicles should be banned in urban
areas.

Synonyms

think —> believe

cars —> motor vehicles

should not be allowed —> should be banned

city centres —> urban areas

Change the sentence structure. A third way to paraphrase is to change
sentence structure. This could be by changing the sentence from passive to active or
vice versa, or changing the order of the clauses. Let’s have a look.

Active to Passive

Original: The hurricane destroyed the city.

Paraphrase: The city was destroyed by the hurricane.

In the sentence above, the subject (the hurricane) became the object, and the
object (the city) became the subject. To be passive, we also changed the
verb destroyed into past perfect (was/were + past participle).

Passive to Active

Original: The public transport system was developed by the city council.

Paraphrase: The city council developed the public transport system.

In the sentence above the subject (the public transport system) became the
object, and the object (the city council) became the subject.

Order of clauses. A clause is a group of words that contains a subject and a
verb. Some sentences can be a single clause. Some sentences can be made up of two
or more clauses.

For example: It is difficult to say whether the economy will improve.

The two clauses are: It is difficult to say / whether the economy will improve.

One way to paraphrase is by changing the order of the clauses.

For example: Whether the economy will improve, it is difficult to say.

Let’s look at another example:
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Original: During the summer, many people visit the temple.

Paraphrase: Many people visit the temple during the summer.

Paraphrasing an essay prompt to write your introduction. InIELTS
Writing Task 2, you write your introduction by paraphrasing the essay prompt. In
order to do this, you will need to unpack or break the essay prompt into parts.
Usually, an essay prompt consists of three parts:

A general statement that introduces the topic

A specific statement that gives you the specific idea about the topic

Finally, your instructions/question

Let’s look at an example:

Nowadays, more and more foreign students are going to English-speaking
countries to learn the international language — English. It is undoubtedly true that
studying English in an English-speaking country is the best way, but it is not the only
way to learn it. Do you agree or disagree with the above statement?

To unpack this prompt, the first sentence is the general statement. Nowadays,
more and more foreign students are going to English-speaking countries to learn the
international language — English. This tells us what the essay topic is.

The second sentence is the specific statement. It is undoubtedly true that
studying English in an English-speaking country is the best way, but it is not the only
way to learn it. It gives an opinion about the topic.

The third sentence is the question. To what extent do you agree or disagree with
the above statement? This means you have to express your opinion on the second
sentence.

So! In order to write your introduction, you need to paraphrase the three parts of
this essay prompt.

Let’s look at an example of a paraphrase of each:

Sentence 1. Nowadays, more and more foreign students are going to English-
speaking countries to learn the international language — English

Paraphrase: In recent times, a growing number of international students are
learning English in English-speaking countries.

Sentence 2: It is undoubtedly true that studying English in an English-speaking
country is the best way, but it is not the only way to learn it.

Paraphrase: Although it is beneficial to learn English in a country where it is
natively spoken, there are other effective ways to learn it.

Sentence 3: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the above statement?

Paraphrase: | agree with this statement to a large degree.
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Putting it all together:

Original (essay prompt): Nowadays, more and more foreign students are going
to English-Speaking countries to learn the “international language — English™. It is
undoubtedly true that studying English in an English-speaking country is the best
way, but it is not the only way to learn it. Do you agree or disagree with the above
statement?

Paraphrase (introduction): In recent times, a growing number of international
students are learning English in English-speaking countries. Although it is most
beneficial to learn English in a country where it is natively spoken, there are other
effective ways to learn it. | agree with this statement to a large degree.

CONCLUSION

In summary, the purpose of paraphrasing is not to simply swap a few words; it is
to take ideas and explain them using different words and an entirely different
sentence structure. It has a greater purpose; it shows that you've understood the
literature on your subject and are able to express it clearly to your reader. In other
words, proper paraphrasing and paraphrase citation shows not only that you're literate
but also that you are familiar with the ideas in your field, and it enables you to
support your own research with in-text citations. Knowing when to paraphrase or
guote strengthens your research presentation and arguments. Asking for paraphrasing
help before you accidentally plagiarize shows that you understand the value of
academic integrity.
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