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ABSTRACT

This article provides a comprehensive analysis of professional ethics in legal
practice in the Republic of Uzbekistan. Ethical norms regulating the conduct of
lawyers are an integral part of the effective and just functioning of the legal system.
The paper examines key legislative provisions, including the Law "On Advocacy", as
well as the internal regulations of the Bar Association. Special attention is given to
the tasks and priorities outlined in the "New Uzbekistan" Action Strategy, which aims
to strengthen the legal culture, increase trust in the institution of advocacy, and
establish high standards of professional conduct.

Specific provisions concerning the independence of lawyers, the confidentiality
of lawyer-client communications, conflicts of interest, good faith, and responsibility
to clients, courts, and society are analyzed. The article also addresses the challenges
related to the practical application of ethical standards, particularly in the context of
judicial and legal reforms. The opinions and research of Uzbek scholars in the field
of legal ethics are presented, along with recommendations for improving the ethical
training of lawyers, implementing monitoring mechanisms, and ensuring
accountability for violations of professional standards.

The work is both theoretical and applied in nature and can be useful to lawyers,
legal educators, lawmakers, and anyone interested in improving professional culture
within the legal sphere.

Keywords: professional ethics, legal practice, lawyer, legal reform, fair trial,
lawyer-client confidentiality, conflict of interest, Bar Association, New Uzbekistan.

ITUYECKHUE CTAHAAPTHBI KAK HHCTPYMEHT
COBEPIHEHCTBOBAHUSA OPI'AHU3ALIUOHHO-ITPABOBBIX ®OPM
AJIBOKATCKOM JEATEJIBHOCTHU B PECIYBJIUKE Y3EEKUCTAH

KypaeB AnBap:koH MJIbXOMKOH yIiIu
Maructp daxynbrera: AnBokarckas aestenbHocts TTHOY

AHHOTAIUA
Cmambs nocesaueHa 6CceCmOpOHHEM) AHANU3Y 80NPOCO8 NpOdeccUoHaANbHOU
IMUKU 8 A0BOKAMCKOU OeamenvHocmu 6 Pecnybonuxe Y3zbexucman. Omuueckue
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HOPMbl, pe2yiupyrowue nogeoenue ad8oKamos, AGAI0mcs HeOmveMIeMOU 4acmuio
agpghexmusnoco u cnpagednuoeo QYHKYUOHUPOBAHUS NPABOBOU cucmemsl. B
pabome paccmompensl KIoueble NON0NHCEHUS 3aKOHO0AmelbCmed, 8KIoYas 3aKoH
«06 aosokamypey, 6HympenHue peziamenmvl Ilanamvl aosoxamos. Ocoboe
BHUMAHUe YO0eleHo 3adayam U npuopumemam, o0003HadenHviM 6 Cmpamezuu
Oeucmsuil «Hoewiti  Y30exucmany, HanpagnennviM Ha VKpenieHue npagosoll
KYIbMYpbl, HOBblUEHUE 008epusi K UHCMUMYMY ao8oKkamypbl U Gopmuposanue
8bICOKUX CIAHOAPMO8 NPOPeCCUOHATILHO20 NOBEOEHUSI.

IIpoananusuposanvl KOHKpemHbvle NOJI0ANCEHUs, KAcarowuecs He3asUcCumocmu
aogoxkamos,  coOMOeHUss  A0BOKAMCKOU — MAlHbl,  KOHMIUKMA  UHMEPecos,
000pocosecmHOCU U OMBENMCMBEHHOCINU Neped KIUSHMAMU, CYOOM U 0OUeCmBOM.
Paccmompenwvl npobiemsl u 6v1308v1, ce53aHHbIE C NPUMEHEHUEM dIMUUECKUX HOPM HA
npakmukKe, 8 MOoM YUCie 8 YCIOBUAX PephOPMUPOBAHUS CYOEOHO-NPABOBOU CUCEMBI.
lIpeocmaenenvr mHenusi u uccred08anus y30EKCKUX YUEHbIX 8 001acmu a080KAMCKOU
IMUKU, A MaKdxice OaHbl PEKOMeHOayuu no COBEPULEHCMBOBAHUIO IMUUECKOU
nO020MOBKU  A0BOKAMOS, BHEOPEHUI0  MEeXaHu3Mo8  MOHUMOpUHea U
OmMEemcmeeHHOCMU 34 HapyuleHUue NPogecCUOHANbHBIX CIMAHOAPMO8.

Paboma nocum xax meopemuueckuil, max u NPUKiIAOHOU XapaKmep, U MOH#Cem
Obimb  nonesHa 01  A08OKAmMo8, npenooagamenell HPUOUHECKUX OUCYUNIUH,
3aKkoHoOamenell U 6cex, KMo  UHMepecyemcs  B0NPOCAMU  NOBLIULEHUS]
npogheccuoHaIbHOU KYIbmypsl 8 OPUOULECKOU cihepe.

Knrouesvie cnoea: npogheccuonanvHas s3muka, a08OKAMCKAs O0esimelbHOCHb,
aogokam, npasosas pegpopma, cnpaseoiusvlii cyo, a080KAMCKAsl MAHA, KOHGIUKM
unmepecos, [larama aosokamos, Hoewiii ¥Y36exucman.

INTRODUCTION

As part of the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy for 2022-2026, special
attention is given to the reform of the judicial and legal system, ensuring the
independence of the bar, and raising professional ethical standards. Ethical norms for
lawyers play a key role in achieving objectives related to the protection of citizens'
rights and the creation of a fair legal environment [1].

The professional ethics of lawyers are crucial in strengthening the rule of law,
protecting citizens' rights and freedoms, and building trust in the justice system. In
Uzbekistan, the development of legal practice and the establishment of modern
professional ethical standards occur within the context of global changes in
legislation and the integration of international norms [2].
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The aim of this article is to examine the features of applying professional ethical
rules in legal practice in the Republic of Uzbekistan, from the perspective of
regulatory legal frameworks and practical implementation.

METHODS

The research is based on the analysis of legal acts, such as the Law of the
Republic of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy", as well as international standards, including
the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers. Comparative-legal and systemic
methods of analysis have been used. These methods allowed for the identification of
existing issues in the legal regulation of legal practice, as well as the proposal of
solutions based on international experience and the needs of the national legal
system.

RESULTS

1. The Role of Professional Ethics in  Trust in  Justice:
A lawyer who acts within the framework of ethical norms helps to increase citizens'
trust in the judicial system.

2. Challenges in Implementing Ethical Norms:
Insufficient law enforcement practice and the lack of an effective mechanism to
monitor compliance with professional standards pose challenges to the legal
community.

These aspects are regulated by the following legal acts:
* The Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy" (with amendments)
contains provisions regulating the behavior of lawyers, their duties to clients,

colleagues, and the state [3].
» The Rules of Professional Ethics for Lawyers of Uzbekistan (draft) specifies
principles of independence, confidentiality, and good faith.

* The Code of Administrative Responsibility provides for liability for violations of
professional ethics [6].

International Standards of Professional Ethics for Lawyers: Role and
Importance for Uzbekistan

Ethical standards for legal practice in Uzbekistan are regulated by national legal
acts; however, international principles also play a significant role in ensuring their
alignment with global standards. In this context, it is necessary to highlight the UN
Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers and the European Principles of Professional
Ethics for Lawyers, which serve as benchmarks for improving national legislation
[4].

UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers:
Adopted in 1990, the UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers aim to ensure the
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independence of lawyers and the protection of their professional rights. They
emphasize key aspects related to professional ethics that are universal and binding for
all states striving to ensure fair justice:

1. Independence of Lawyers:

States must ensure that lawyers can perform their duties without interference,
pressure, or threats.

Lawyers must be free to choose the methods of defending their clients' interests.

2. Professional Confidentiality:

Lawyers are obligated to maintain the confidentiality of all information received
from the client, including information that may influence the course of the case.

3. Equality before the Law:

States must provide all citizens with access to legal assistance on equal terms.

Special attention is paid to the protection of vulnerable groups.

These principles are of practical importance for legal practice in Uzbekistan,
where protecting the independence of lawyers and ensuring their confidentiality are
priority tasks enshrined in the Law of the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy."

European Standards of Professional Ethics, developed by the Council of Bars
and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE), provide a model for improving professional
codes in EU member states and beyond. These principles include:

1. Independence of Lawyers:

A lawyer must be free from any influence that might affect their professional
duties.

A lawyer is prohibited from engaging in conflicts of interest or acting against
the interests of their client.

2. Obligation to Maintain Legal Professional Privilege:

This obligation includes non-disclosure of information obtained from the client
and extends to all stages of the lawyer's professional activity.

3. Fairness and Loyalty:

A lawyer must diligently defend the interests of the client, acting within the law
and ethical norms.

A lawyer must refuse to carry out a client's request that contradicts the law or
ethical standards.

4. Transparency and Reasonableness of Fees:

Payment terms must be clear and fair, corresponding to the volume of work
performed.

The Importance of International Standards for  Uzbekistan
International standards, such as the UN Principles and the European Principles,
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provide a basis for harmonizing national legislation with international practice. In the
context of Uzbekistan, their application:
 Contributes to strengthening trust in the justice system and the legal community.
* Improves the quality of services provided by lawyers, which is important for
implementing the New Uzbekistan Action Strategy.
* Creates legal conditions for attracting foreign investors, as it guarantees their rights
to protection in case of disputes.

Recommendations for Uzbekistan:

1. First, the implementation of norms based on the UN Basic Principles and
European standards into national legal acts regulating legal practice.

2. Second, the organization of training programs for lawyers on international
standards.

3. Third, strengthening the guarantees of protection for lawyers from pressure
by state bodies and third parties.

Integrating international standards into national regulation of legal practice will
allow Uzbekistan to strengthen its legal system, improve service quality, and
guarantee citizens' rights. This will contribute to further modernization of the legal
system within the framework of the national development strategy.

By studying the legal foundations of ethical requirements for legal practice in
the Republic of Uzbekistan, a comparison can be made with the practice of the
United States, where the institution of advocacy is considered one of the most
developed in the world. Such a comparison allows for identifying the strengths of
domestic legislation and determining areas for improvement.

For comparison, in the USA, ethical aspects of legal practice are regulated at the
state level, and the American Bar Association (ABA) develops national standards,
including the Model Rules of Professional Conduct. These rules serve as a basis for
developing regulatory acts in each state.

For example, in Uzbekistan, lawyers' fees are regulated according to the Law of
the Republic of Uzbekistan "On Advocacy." The fee is determined by an agreement
between the lawyer and the client. However, the contingency fee (payment depending
on the outcome of the case), unlike in the USA, where it is permitted for most types
of cases, is not explicitly established in Uzbekistan’s legislation.

American professional ethics rules regulate lawyers' relationships with clients
who have limited legal capacity, emphasizing the need to consider their interests
within reasonable limits. This aspect is not singled out in Uzbekistan, which may
require additions to the legal acts.
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Regulation of ethical norms in legal practice in Uzbekistan is similar to
international standards, but there is a need for improvement in certain aspects, such as
the use of contingency fees and working with clients with limited legal capacity.

DISCUSSION

The scientific works of Uzbek scholars provide a significant contribution to the
study and improvement of professional ethics in the legal profession within the
context of Uzbekistan's legal system [10]. Analyzing their research deepens the
understanding of key aspects of legal practice, such as responsibility, confidentiality,
and the application of international standards:

D.A. Ismailova analyzed the issues of professional responsibility for lawyers.
The author focused on the study of professional responsibility, emphasizing its
importance for ensuring justice in legal practice, particularly regarding lawyers'
accountability for failing to fulfill or improperly performing their professional duties.
Ismailova suggested strengthening legal mechanisms for monitoring compliance with
professional standards by lawyers and developing more detailed criteria for assessing
their professional responsibility [7].

K.K. Matkarimov paid significant attention to issues of confidentiality and
independence of lawyers as key aspects of professional ethics. Specifically, the
analysis focused on the practice of maintaining confidentiality in legal practice in
Uzbekistan and identifying problematic areas such as instances of unauthorized
disclosure of client information, and undue influence on lawyers by government
bodies or other parties. This is a necessary condition for the objective performance of
their duties. The study also explored models of protecting lawyer-client
confidentiality and independence in foreign countries with a view to adapting them in
Uzbekistan [8].

D. Valisher analyzed international standards such as the UN Basic Principles on
the Role of Lawyers and the European Principles of Professional Ethics for Lawyers,
and their application in Uzbekistan [5]. The author proposed adapting provisions
from international standards, such as independence, confidentiality, and equal access
to legal assistance, into Uzbekistan’s legislation, emphasizing the importance of
training lawyers on international standards for their successful implementation in
practice [9].

However, further study is needed on the harmonization of national legislation
with international norms and the implementation of educational programs on
professional ethics for lawyers.

Recommendations based on the research:
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1. Amend the Rules of Professional Ethics for Lawyers (draft) taking into
account international experience, including the model rules developed by the ABA.

2. Legally establish the possibility of using contingency fees in certain
categories of cases.

3. Develop additional regulations for the interaction of lawyers with clients who
have limited legal capacity.

CONCLUSION

Improving the application of professional ethics rules in legal practice in
Uzbekistan is an important step in strengthening the judicial system. To achieve this
goal, the following actions are necessary:

1. Amendments to legal acts, taking into account international experience.

2. Development of mechanisms for monitoring lawyers' compliance with
ethical norms.

3. Enhancement of the educational level of lawyers through training in

professional ethics.
The development of this topic in scientific research and practical activities will
make a significant contribution to the reform of Uzbekistan's legal system.
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