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ABSTRACT

This article provides an overview of recent trends in Japan's policies
regarding the acceptance of foreigners from a historical perspective. After
outlining the institutionalization of Japanese language education policies
associated with these trends, it discusses the role that overseas Japanese language
education should fulfill.

The introduction of the "Specified Skilled Worker" (SSW) system in 2019
marked the beginning of a full-scale acceptance of blue-collar workers in Japan,
leading to an increasing diversification of foreign human resources. Through the
introduction of specific Japanese language proficiency requirements, this shift has
directly impacted overseas Japanese language educational institutions.
Furthermore, the enactment of the Act on the Promotion of Japanese Language
Education in 2019 and the formulation of the "JF Standard for Japanese-Language
Education" (Reference Framework) in 2021 repositioned Japanese language
education from mere linguistic instruction to a social policy for realizing a
multicultural symbiotic society.

Based on these policy changes, this paper proposes a new direction for

overseas Japanese language education from the perspective of nurturing learners
as "mediators" between Japan and the world.
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