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Abstract - This study aims to clarify the multifaceted nature of negation in

the Japanese language. Negation in Japanese is not merely a grammatical form but
a complex linguistic phenomenon closely related to the speaker’s cognition,
expectations, and discourse context. The research employs descriptive, semantic,
and discourse analysis to examine the structure and functions of negation. Special
attention is given to grammatical negation forms (nai, nu, zu), lexical negation
through prefixes (fu-, mu-, hi-, mi-), and negative response expressions such as iie
and iya. The findings reveal that negation in Japanese possesses cognitive and
pragmatic characteristics and forms a multilayered system. Furthermore, negation
functions not only as denial but also as a means of expressing evaluation and
judgment in communication.
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