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ABSTRACT

Taking up cats, which have been long cherished in Japan, we examine the
origin of the name "cat" by tracing back to the Jomon period, and analyze, from a
linguistic standpoint, idioms and proverbs containing a word "cat" that have arisen
in relations between humans and cats. We explore how Jomon-period memories of
cats have influenced linguistic expressions related to cats up to the present day. We
detail the function of emphatic particle "wa" and case particle "ga" in idioms and
proverbs that contain the word "cat". We try to understand that their meanings are
to be determined in relations between humans and cats from ancient times to
modern times.

Keywords: Neko, Cat, Idiom, Japanese grammar, Case particles, Special
particles
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Jomon is frequently connected with the continental cultures of Northeastern
Asia, although there is considerable evidence showing its relationship to southern
parts of the Asian continent (specifically, to the region around the Yangtze River,
to what is today Southern China, and to continental Southeast Asia), as well.
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(cat) ] TEIMAZ (FE) ITEEVWATREMZHERRTER, “XT” &nJU” FZnZnNHROIII
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[ (S=LF0¥) @E=h") O=) @E=%) (V=kE7) |

DBE. [ EFRE VS EBEOFENEAIN, Z0TBHEANBRERF ELTHRASN
W3,

ZOESIC, BRI LA OENDFCEL T BAUEMREF IEADTEMYHEI1T YA
DEWELZ, INICEY, REBOEHLELY, SVEHBEEXRBENATREE LD,

5. fE
HARCRWTERERBYELTEABIN TS (cat, EE)|ZEY EIF BERILHTS
[ DEEE & ] OPEFROEBRRICSOVWTEERL, Z0 LT, [TEIOAMEDRYOHRTHELED
NTELMEIZSCRAPREOVWTERZNRIISGN O DT UL, [RIOMFIREHE RO
[AAVNRIIOMEFR T EODERE DA IR I OMEFRICER L LIcC e & Fa LTz, ZORCTY Y
RINDVWTDIERAA-V IO BEMIRIIDIA-IJICLESSNTRELEDZEEZILNS,
D 1ZECRAPELCOVT, A BRI T (BIBNE) OIEI0EVS (T

TBhEA (RIBHER) OIF]FBEBEERRUAREN EBICHLT—MRAIICRY LD ZRIEEN
HBN. INbH WX, SEDE APEOFR TEONLRICRRDPEOEREBRIL-EE
LI B LEFMBDITICIOTHALAICLE.
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